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Introduction Vasques*
 Rippled scour depressions (RSD) are an abundant soft bottom habitat along Science and Environmental Policy, CSUMB
the inner continental shelf from southern California (Phillips 2007) to Pt. PU rpOse *California Dept. Fish and Game

Arena (Cacchione 1984). _ _ _ _ _
. If RSDs are ecologically important soft bottom habitats these features should  ® Test the hypothesis that species richness and density of benthic

be incorporated into the design and evaluation of spatially based approaches biota differ inside and outside RSDs
to marine resource management (i.e. MBNMS, MLPA). '




